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Cover: Three-dimensional (3D) analysis of cutaneous small sensory nerve fibers in mice. Red indicates nerve fibers labeled
with beta III tubulin, and green indicates epidermis labeled with pan-cytokeratin. Vertical and horizontal images show
that dermal nerve trunks, consisting of several large nerve fibers, penetrate just below the epidermis (white arrowheads),
branch (yellow circles), and fuse (blue circle) to form a complex meshwork of nerve fibers in the dermis. In addition,
the intraepidermal nerve fibers (IENFs) branch from the nerve fiber meshwork in the dermis and then extend spirally
and vertically within the epidermis (white arrows). This 3D approach enabled the precise capture of IENF trajectories
with various parameters, establishing a standard method for evaluating peripheral neuropathy in laboratory mouse.
(See M. Inanaga-Kojima, p 167-175)



